iv.]    Ireland to the end of the reign of Elizabeth.    \ 15
The state of Ireland, after the contest with Tyrone, was
one of appalling desolation and woe. Even within the Pale,
but little ravaged by war, a seat of trade and comparative
order, the price of the necessaries of life had risen fourfold;
beyond, from the hills of Antrim to the shores of Cork, the
land was a waste of ruin and despair. The commerce with Spain
had almost disappeared; the town of Galway has never re-
covered this loss. Whole counties were strown with the wrecks
of abbeys and castles, fine monuments of medieval genius;
they were not to be replaced, as has been the case in England,
by modern structures of beauty and grandeur; other storms of
Destruction were to break on Ireland : but that of the sixteenth
century was the most fatal to art. The most terrible feature of
the time, however, was the fate that had overtaken the great
mass of the people. A third part of the community, it is
believed, had perished, victims of the sword, of famine, of
fell miseries, to which few parallels can be found in history.
Great tracts were deserts of more hideous aspect than even the
battle-fields of the Thirty Years War, and the Palatinate and its
cities, when given to the flames. Flocks of wolves howled
over thousands of corpses, left unburied amidst broken heaps
of villages; the air was thick with flights of birds of prey far
and near feasting on human carrion; Elizabeth had been told,
L before the war had ended, that " she reigned in Ireland over
ashes and dead carcasses." As for the survivors of the tragedy,
" out of every corner of the woods and glens they came creeping
forth upon their hands, for their legs could not bear them:
they looked like anatomies of death; they spoke like ghosts
crying out of their graves." In the agony of desperation and
want many a mother devoured the babe she had slain: troops
of gibbering idiots gave awful proof how the minds of men had
given way under the stress of horror and fear.
The spiritual and religious state of Ireland had much in
common with  this  material ruin,   but presented   ominous
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